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PE 100 Review 

• Who gets what?  
• And on what principles should that decision be 

made?  
– (who deserves what and on what grounds do we 

deserve rights and material goods?)  

• who should we care about when making that 
decision?   

• How do our political economy decisions reflect 
what we value?  

• How do those decisions accord with human 
nature? 
 



Dead White Men (and one woman) 
debate Political Economy 

A Poem 



Course Questions 



Who gets what? Plato, Nature’s Order, 
and the Noble Lie 



Where can Reason Rule? 



Aristotle: self-actualization! 



How should we decide? Bentham and the 
greatest good for the greatest number 



Wollstonecraft: That’s not the way it 
works in reality! 





Thomas Aquinas: Who gets what and 
why?  He who charges a “just price” 



Who decides? The Leviathan! 



John Locke:  Who deserves what and 
why?  Those who own private property 



Who gets what, who says, and why?  
Market magic! 





Who gets what and who says?  Ricardo’s says 
The most efficient producer! 



Who gets what and who says?  Savers? 
Capitalist exploiters? 



Capitalists! Extract surplus value and 
you’ll get what you deserve! 





Who gets what who says? List says The 
State!  It protects the national community! 

 





Who gets what and who says?  Liberal 
Imperialism 







The Good Life? 



Who gets what and why? Economic 
Justice? 



What is Political Economy? 

 



The End 


